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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Atty. William Pieprz, Reg. No. 33630 on April 25,2008. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS: 

1-12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Currently Amended) A receiving Internet facsimile apparatus connectable 
to a mail server via a network, the receiving Internet facsimile apparatus comprising: 

a communicator configured to receive, from the mail server via the network, a 
single e-mail to which a plurality of pages of image data are attached; 

a decoder configured to decode the plurality of pages of image data attached to 
the received single e-mail , each of the plurality of pages of image data being defined by 
compressed image information provided between headers : 
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a memory configured to store the plurality of pages of the decoded image data; 

and 

a controller configured to determine whether the memory overflows due to the 
reception of the single e-mail, to stop receiving the single e-mail when it is determined 
that the memory overflows due to the reception of the single e-mail, 

the controller, when the single e-mail is re-received from the mail server after the 
stop in receiving of the single e-mail, being further configured to re-receive the single e- 
mail to which the plurality of pages of the image data are attached, to determine that a 
predetermined page was not stored in the memory when the single e-mail was 
previously received from the mail server, to decode the predetermined page of the 
image data attached to a re-received single e-mail, and to store, in the memory, the 
predetermined page of the decoded image data attached to a re-received single e-mail, 
the predetermined page being distinct from any of the plurality of pages of the image 
data previously received from the mail server , wherein the controller is configured to 
prevent decoding and storing in memory of image data previously received from the 
mail server. 

14. (Previously Presented) The receiving Internet facsimile apparatus according 
to claim 13, wherein, when it is determined that the memory overflows, the controller 
notifies a user of a transmitting apparatus that transmitted the single e-mail to the 
receiving Internet facsimile apparatus, that the memory of the receiving Internet 
facsimile apparatus overflows. 
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15. (Previously Presented) The receiving Internet facsimile apparatus according 
to claim 13 further comprising a printer configured to print data, wherein, when the 
printer prints the plurality of the pages of the decoded image data, the controller erases, 
from the memory, the plurality of the pages of the decoded image data. 

16. (Previously Presented) The receiving Internet facsimile apparatus according 
to claim 13, wherein the controller determines a received last page of the decoded 
image data, as a page of image data that was stored in the memory before the memory 
overflow, determines that a page received after the received last page of the decoded 
image data is the predetermined page of the image data to be decoded, and decodes 
and stores the predetermined page of the image data in the memory, when the single e- 
mail is re-received from the mail server after the stop in receiving of the single e-mail. 

17. (Previously Presented) The receiving Internet facsimile apparatus according 
to claim 13, wherein the memory stores a last page number, the last page number 
indicating a last page of the decoded image data stored in the memory when the 
receiving of the single e-mail was stopped, and the controller determines that a page of 
the image data received after the page indicated by the last page number is the 
predetermined page of the image data to be decoded, and decodes and stores the 
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predetermined page of the image data in the memory, when the single e-mail is re- 
received from the mail server after the stop in receiving of the single e-mail. 

18. (Previously Presented) The receiving Internet facsimile apparatus according 
to claim 13, wherein the memory stores a number of pages of the decoded image data 
stored in the memory when the receiving of the single e-mail was stopped, and the 
controller determines the predetermined page of the image data to be decoded, based 
on the number of the pages of the decoded image data stored in the memory, and 
decodes and stores the predetermined page of the image data in the memory, when the 
single e-mail is re-received from the mail server after the stop in receiving of the single 
e-mail. 

19. (Previously Presented) The receiving Internet facsimile apparatus according 
to claim 13, wherein the memory stores a data amount of the decoded image data 
stored in the memory when the receiving of the single e-mail was stopped, and the 
controller determines the predetermined page of the image data to be decoded, based 
on the data amount of the decoded image data stored in the memory, and decodes and 
stores the predetermined page of the image data in the memory, when the single e-mail 
is re-received from the mail server after the stop in receiving of the single e-mail. 
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20. (Currently Amended) A method for receiving, at a receiving Internet 
facsimile apparatus from a mail server via a network, a single e-mail to which a plurality 
of pages of image data are attached, the method comprising: 

decoding the plurality of pages of the image data attached to the single e-mail^ 
each of the plurality of pages of image data being defined by compressed image 
information provided between headers : 

storing, in a memory, the plurality of pages of the decoded image data; 

determining whether the memory overflows due to the reception of the single e- 

mail; 

stopping receiving of the single e-mail when it is determined that the memory 
overflows due to the reception of the single e-mail; 

re-receiving the single e-mail to which the plurality of pages of the image data are 
attached, when the single e-mail is re-received from the mail server after the stop in 
receiving of the single e-mail; 

determining that a predetermined page was not stored in the memory when the 
single e-mail was previously received from the mail server; 

decoding the predetermined page of the image data attached to a re-received 
single e-mail; and 

storing, in the memory, the predetermined page of the decoded image data 
attached to a re-received single e-mail, the predetermined page being distinct from any 
of the plurality of the pages previously received from the mail server , wherein decoding 
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the predetermined page comprises decoding the predetermined page without decoding 
and storing image data previously received from the mail server. 

21 . (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 20 further comprising 
notifying a user of a transmitting apparatus that transmitted the single e-mail to the 
receiving Internet facsimile apparatus, that the memory of the receiving Internet 
facsimile apparatus overflows, when it is determined that the memory overflows. 

22. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 20 further 
comprising printing the plurality of the pages of the decoded image data, and erasing, 
from the memory, the plurality of the pages of the decoded image data when the 
plurality of the pages of the decoded image data are printed. 

23. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 20 further 
comprising: 

determining a received last page of the decoded image data, as a page of the 
image data that was stored in the memory before the memory overflow, when the single 
e-mail is re-received from the mail server after the stop in receiving of the single e-mail; 

determining that a page received after the received last page of the decoded 
image data is the predetermined page of the image data; and 
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decoding and storing the predetermined page of the image data in the memory. 

24. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 20 further 
comprising: 

storing, in the memory, a last page number, the last page number indicating a 
last page of the decoded image data stored in the memory when the receiving of the 
single e-mail was stopped; 

determining that a page of the image data received after the page indicated by 
the last page number is the predetermined page of the image data to be decoded, when 
the single e-mail is re-received from the mail server after the stop in receiving of the 
single e-mail; and 

decoding and storing the predetermined page of the image data in the memory. 

25. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 20 further 
comprising: 

storing, in the memory, a number of pages of the decoded image data stored in 
the memory when the receiving of the single e-mail was stopped; 

determining the predetermined page of the image data to be decoded, based on 
the number of the pages of the decoded image data stored in the memory, when the 
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single e-mail is re-received from the mail server after the stop in receiving of the single 
e-mail; and 

decoding and storing the predetermined page of the image data in the memory. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 20 further 
comprising: 

storing, in the memory, a data amount of the decoded image data stored in the 
memory when the receiving of the single e-mail was stopped; 

determining the predetermined page of the image data to be decoded, based on 
the data amount of the decoded image data stored in the memory, when the single e- 
mail is re-received from the mail server after the stop in receiving of the single e-mail; 
and 

decoding and storing the predetermined page of the image data in the memory. 

27. (Currently Amended) A receiving Internet facsimile apparatus connectable 
to a mail server via a network, the receiving Internet facsimile apparatus comprising: 

a communicator configured to receive, from the mail server via the network, an e- 
mail to which a plurality of pages of image data are attached; 

a decoder configured to decode the plurality of pages of image data attached to 
received e-mail , each of the plurality of pages of image data being defined bv 
compressed image information provided between headers ; 
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a memory configured to store the plurality of pages of the decoded image data; 

a controller configured to determine whether the memory overflows during the 
reception of an e-mail, and to stop receiving the e-mail when it is determined that the 
memory overflows; 

the controller being further configured to, when an e-mail is received from the 
mail server, determine whether the e-mail was previously received and subject to a stop 
in receiving, or whether the e-mail was not previously received and when it is 
determined that the e-mail was previously received and which resulted in a memory 
overflow, to determine which pages of image data attached to the e-mail were 
previously received prior to the memory overflow and which pages of image data 
attached to the e-mail were not previously received; 

the controller being further configured to decode only pages of the image data 
attached to the received e-mail that were not previously received and to store the 
decoded pages in memory and to prevent decoding and storing in memory of image 
data previously received from the mail server. 

28. (Previously Presented) The receiving Internet facsimile apparatus according 
to claim 27 wherein, upon the controller determining that a received page of image data 
was previously received, to delete the previously received page from a reception buffer 
without decoding the image data of the received page. 



29-31 (cancelled) 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 13-28 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The provision for -- a receiving Internet facsimile apparatus connectable to a 
mail server via a network, the receiving Internet facsimile apparatus comprising: 

a communicator configured to receive, from the mail server via the network, a 
single e-mail to which a plurality of pages of image data are attached; 

a decoder configured to decode the plurality of pages of image data attached to 
the received single e-mai l, each of the plurality of pages of image data being defined by 
compressed image information provided between headers; 

a memory configured to store the plurality of pages of the decoded image data; 

and 

a controller configured to determine whether the memory overflows due to the 
reception of the single e-mail, to stop receiving the single e-mail when it is determined 
that the memory overflows due to the reception of the single e-mail, 

the controller, when the single e-mail is re-received from the mail server after the 
stop in receiving of the single e-mail, being further configured to re-receive the single e- 
mail to which the plurality of pages of the image data are attached, to determine that a 
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predetermined page was not stored in the memory when the single e-mail was 
previously received from the mail server, to decode the predetermined page of the 
image data attached to a re-received single e-mail, and to store, in the memory, the 
predetermined page of the decoded image data attached to a re-received single e-mail, 
the predetermined page being distinct from any of the plurality of pages of the image 
data previously received from the mail serve r, wherein the controller is configured to 
prevent decoding and storing in memory of image data previously received from the 
mail server 

wherein all the features previously described are combined in one singular 
embodiment, is not fairly taught or suggested by the prior art of record. 

The Examiner finds particular novelty in the email receiver capabilities as 
described in the Applicant Specification (page 14,Paragraph 43-45) wherein the email 
receiver is able to recognize retransmitted images sent as email attachment data after 
detecting memory overflow (Page 10 Paragraph 29 ) in the email receiver during the 
previous transmission. Furthermore the decoder in said email receiver is able to 
decode pages of attachment image data as defined in Paragraph 1 3 from a single e- 
mail and wherein the controller in said email receiver is configured to prevent decoding 
and storing in memory of image data previously received from the mail server.(figure 7- 
9,Paragraph 31-33) 
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Hayashi disclosed an email transmission apparatus in which the apparatus 
stores both the number of document sheets for which image data has been transmitted 
by a time when transmission is stopped due to a transmission trouble and the number of 
documents for which image data has already been stored. In retransmitting all the 
documents, the apparatus provides discrimination data for discriminating between 
documents for which image data is not transmitted and documents for which image data 
is already transmitted, based on the stored number of transmitted sheets. 

However Hayashi does not disclose a decoder in said email receiver which is 
able to decode pages of attachment image data wherein said pages of image data are 
defined by headers as defined in the Applicant Specifications Paragraph 13. Hayashi 
does not disclose wherein the decoder in said email receiver is able to decode pages of 
attachment image data from a single e-mail and wherein the controller in said email 
receiver is configured to prevent decoding and storing in memory of image data 
previously received from the mail server. 

Matsubara disclosed an Internet-connected facsimile apparatus and facsimile 
communication method with a controller which controls the transmitting unit such that 
the image data of the document is transmitted to the external image receiving apparatus 
through one of the first and second networks, and such that the image data of the 
document is retransmitted to the external image receiving apparatus through the 
remaining one of the first and second networks. 
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Matsubara does not disclose a decoder in said email receiver which is able to 
decode pages of attachment image data wherein said pages of image data are defined 
by headers as defined in the Applicant Specifications Paragraph 13. Matsubara does 
not disclose wherein the decoder in said email receiver is able to decode pages of 
attachment image data from a single e-mail and wherein the controller in said email 
receiver is configured to prevent decoding and storing in memory of image data 
previously received from the mail server. 

Saitio disclosed an E-mail type facsimile apparatus that can leave E-mail in a 
mail server used as a secondary storage device and distinguish E-mail that has been 
left and new incoming E-mail in subsequent accesses. Saito also disclosed a decoder 
in said email receiver which is able to decode pages of attachment image data wherein 
said pages of image data are defined by headers as defined in the Applicant 
Specifications Paragraph 13. 

SAITO discloses a counter for pieces of email. However, the pieces of email are 
NOT equivalent to a plurality of pages of image data attached to a single e- mail. 
Rather, each of the pieces of emails is a different email from the others. 

Thus Saito does not disclose wherein the decoder in said email receiver is able 
to decode pages of attachment image data from a single e-mail and wherein the 
controller in said email receiver is configured to prevent decoding and storing in memory 
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of image data from a single e-mail previously received from the mail server. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to GREG BENGZON whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3944. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. thru Fri. 8 AM - 4:30 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Vaughn can be reached on (571)272-3922. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/G. B./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2144 

/William C. Vaughn, Jr./ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2144 



